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FIGURE 3.7 Health priority increased in most of the 29 high FIGURE3.9 During the global financial crisis, government
income countries, even when fiscal capacity fell health spending in the 29 high income countries was
Change in government health spending, 2000-2019 (% of general government maintained through countercyclical fiscal policy and
spending) efforts to keep health a priority
10 S ; ;
Health priority increased Singapore Health priority increased Health prlo”ty Fiscal capacny
Fiscal capacity decreased g .Japan Fiscal capacity increased ookl e spending
Swidin (% of government spending)
®
é Ireland ® United States of America 15
4 ® Switzerland Canada New Zealand Belgium
lsrael Germa[:;wy.‘ Kb .United Kingdom @ Kuwait
enmark in® Norwa
2 L ® @ >pain® Cyprus @ 2 14
Slovenia Austria Qatar g @@ Finland
0 Netherlands ltaly® Augl,t,—gﬁ—,nce
Portugal® .United Arab Emirates 13
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Change in general government spending, 2000-2019 (% of GDP)

Note: Change in health priority (government health spending as a share of general gov-

ernment spending) and change in fiscal capacity [general government spending as a share 1 {
of gross domestic product) were calculated as the difference between the averages for 2000 2005 2010 2015 2019
2000-2002 and 2017-2019.

Data source: WHO Global Health Expenditure Database, 2021. Data source: WHO Global Health Expenditure Database, 2021.
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FIGURE 3.6 Growth in health priority outstripped growth in GDP and general government spending in the 29
high income countries

a. Average cumulative growth in government health spending, b. Government health spending as a share of general government
general government spending and GDP, per capita spending
Average cumulative growth (%) Government health spending (% of general government spending)
Postcrisis, Postcrisis,
Pre-crisis Crisis and aftermath pre-COVID-19 pandemic Pre-crisis Crisis and aftermath pre-COVID-19 pandemic
(2000-2007) (2008-2013) (2014-2019) (2000-2007) (2008-2013) (2014-2019)
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= Government health spending === General government spending === GDP

Note: The cumulative growth rate for each country was calculated using government health spending, general government spending and GDP per capita in con-
stant [2019) national currency units. The conversion from current values to constant values was made with a GDP deflator. Base year 2000 = 100.
Data source: WHO Global Health Expenditure Database, 2021.
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